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CRC is working across Yorkshire and the 

Humber to represent the churches, to raise 

the profile of faiths and to be partners in   

regeneration.  

This course is funded by LandSkills, as part 

of the Rural Development  Programme  for 

England (RDPE).  

LandSkills is managed by Lantra on behalf 

of Yorkshire Forward, which is funded by 

the European Agricultural Fund for Rural  

Development and DEFRA. 

Work delivered by the 
CRCôs Rural Development 
Officers is having a direct 
economic impact on 
farming businesses é it 
offers quite intensive, 
seamless/no wrong door 
delivery.  

The South 
Pennines 
Farming and 
Rural Business 
Project 

Your business tag line here. 

Farm Business Support 
and Development Project  

 

Jonathan 

Charlesworth 

Rural Development    

Officer 

The South Pennines            

Farming and Rural  

Business  Project 

Covering 

Penistone, Holmfirth 

Huddersfield, and 

Halifax areas 



This project, with funding through Lantra from 

the LandSkills element of the Rural Development 

Programme for England brings a unique ability to 

reach those of the farming community,               

particularly though not exclusively in the uplands, 

who do not usually access support and training. 

In a rapidly changing agricultural environment, 

upland farming faces considerable challenges in 

the years ahead and it is essential that farmers 

take advantage of skills and knowledge  transfer               

opportunities if they are to survive. 

 

Support and training 
for the farming 
community 

The Project gets its 

strength through: 

History of the project 

and areaôs covered 

¶ Engaging with the hard to reach in 

order to enable access to business 

support, Skills and knowledge   

transfer, in a variety of innovative 

ways. 

¶ Through one to one mentoring and 

coaching 

¶ Through providing individual skills 

needs assessment 

¶ Topical workshops on relevant and 

current themes  (e.g. managing blue-

tongue, planning succession etc) 

¶ Localised events and group work, 

with follow up 

¶ Connecting individual businesses to 

RDPE elements 

¶ Individuals and  businesses are   

engaged through high visibility in 

natural gathering areas (eg livestock 

marts/shows etc) 

The Churches         

Regional Commission 

for Yorkshire and the  

Humber 

In 2003 the Churches Regional Commission  for 

Yorkshire and the Humber established a Farm 

Business Support and Development partnership 

covering the Yorkshire Dales. Initially this 

scheme had one member of staff working in       

partnership with local Churches  to provide local 

knowledge, and Farm Crisis Network providing 

experience and expertise. 

In May 2008, the project made a successful ap-

plication for new funding from the LandSkills 

element of the Rural Development Programme 

for England (RDPE) , to extend the range of the 

project across North Yorkshire . The North   

Yorkshire Project now employs three rural      

development officers, who are based at Thirsk 

Rural Business Centre and Auction Mart. 

In March 2009 additional LandSkills funding 

was made available to extend the project to the 

South Pennines, covering the Penistone,       

Holmfirth, Huddersfield and Halifax areas. 

 In July 2009 Jonathan Charlesworth, a farmer 

with rural planning and farm inspection          

experience from Silkstone near Penistone was           

appointed Rural Development Officer for the 

South Pennines. 

The South Pennines project aims to replicate the 

success of the project in the North, whilst        

recognising that this is a different environment 

but with similar needs within the farming      

community. 


