
By SALLY CODMAN

BACK TO CHURCH Sunday is set to
become bigger and better than
ever in the future.

It was so successful this year
that the organizers have hired
marketing company Propaganda –
of Priest Idol! fame – to steer the
campaign forward.

The Leeds-based firm will help
to evaluate the success of Back to
Church Sunday so far, and sug-
gest future developments for the
New Year.

Churches all over Wakefield
Diocese saw hundreds of worship-
pers return in September after
they had received special invita-
tions to a wide variety of services
and events.

Many received “goodie bags”
containing bookmarks, Traidcraft
chocolate and details of church
activities. Some 60 churches took
part – many combining Back to
Church Sunday with Harvest cele-
brations and shared meals.

Some are holding a special
event later in the year.

St John’s, Wakefield, held a day
of celebrations complete with a
marquee: the congregation more
than doubled for Sunday morning
Communion – the normal format,
but with extra effort to put visi-
tors at ease.

The service was followed by a
hog-roast lunch and party, com-
plete with bouncy castle, and visi-
tors were asked to fill in a ques-
tionnaire saying how they
responded to the service and the
idea of coming Back to Church.

Vicar Paul Dowling said: “Time
will tell how many will become
regular members of the church,
but we were encouraged by the

weekend. Perhaps the most
important outcome is that church
members discovered that it is
possible to invite people and get
a positive response. 

“It makes you wonder how
many people out there are just

waiting for an invitation!”
St Paul’s, Drighlington, celebrat-

ed Back to Church Sunday for the
first time, combining it with their
Harvest celebration, collecting
food for Caring for Life in
Cookridge and FARM-AFRICA’S

Get Your Goat Appeal.
Invitations reaped a good

response – with 90, including 22
young people, going to the ser-
vice and many staying for the Hot
Harvest Faith Lunch. 
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ALARGE grassed and tree-
lined churchyard, now a
municipal park, sur-

rounds All Saints’ Church in
Batley, an oasis of quiet in the
centre of this former medium-
sized mill town, just up the road
from Dewsbury.

It is an ancient place – there is
mention of a church here in the
Domesday Book – and this is the
third pre-Reformation edifice on
the site.

A Perpendicular building of
the 1480s, it also incorporates
something of these earlier
churches, including the 14th
Century chancel arch.

Externally, the most noticeable
structure is the west tower with
its distinctive, jutting-out para-
pet, similar to but more pro-
nounced than that at neighbour-
ing Birstall – giving it the
flavour of a medieval castle.

In the churchyard are several
very interesting grave slabs and
a recumbent effigy, probably
from the 13th Century and,
according to legend, a school-
master murdered by his stu-
dents!

I have to confess that although
I have lived only a few miles
away for nearly 20 years I had
not been inside the church until
I visited it for this article. This
has been very remiss of me,
because there is much to see in
what must be one of the most
interesting churches in this part
of our Diocese.

Standing at the west end of
the nave, by the stone font of
1662, you look east and notice
first the interesting chancel
arch with its original rood stair-
case intact.

Moving into the chancel it is
the two side chapels that most
deserve our attention. The
Mirfield Chapel on the north
side houses the late medieval
tomb effigy of Sir William and
Lady Anne Mirfield – related to
the Savile family – who founded
the chapel in about 1485, the
year Henry VII came to the
throne.

There are Mirfield shields
around the tomb itself, but these
are sadly very worn. The
alabaster figures on top are very
fine: their unusual brownish

colour may be the result of
preservative treatment at some
time. The windows here contain
two fragments of heraldic glass,
also relating to the Mirfields.

The Copley Chapel on the
opposite side of the chancel is
bordered on two sides by a fine
16th Century oak Parclose
screen, its cornice band decorat-
ed with shields relating to the
Copley family of Batley Hall.

Before leaving the church be
sure to notice a composition of
14th Century glass in one of the
north aisle windows. I wonder if
the figure of a man is part of a
Crucifixion scene, and depicts
one of the two thieves crucified
alongside Our Lord?

This church is well worth a
visit. A detailed colour brochure
has recently been published.
Look out for it at local tourist
information points.

Malcolm Warburton, Diocesan Tourism Officer, visits All Saints, Batley

Story that began in the Domesday Book
Sights of the Diocese  

Medieval castle: The jutting parapet of the west tower gives the flavour to this Perpendicular building . 

Fine interior: Chancel arch and two side chapels deserve a visit.

Dynamic trio: Wakefield Cathedral made history when three Church leaders were made its first
Ecumenical Canons. The Right Reverend Malkhaz Songulashvili, centre, head of the Baptist
Church in Georgia, has been very active in the freedom movement in his country and led a relief
programme for Chechnyan refugees; the Right Reverend Arthur Roche, right, is Bishop of the
Roman Catholic Diocese of Leeds and chairman of the International Commission for English in
the Liturgy, and the Reverend Peter Whittaker,left, is chairman of West Yorkshire District of the
Methodist Church and National Convenor of Churches Together in England. Bishop of Wakefield
Stephen Platten said: “Arthur, Malkhaz and Peter bring a national and international flavour to
South and West Yorkshire, and an added dynamic to the life of our Cathedral and Diocese.”
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