
St George is back in fashion!
Some years ago the Vatican
“downgraded” England’s

patron saint. And in England
you rarely saw St George’s flag
— except as part of the Union
Jack.

It is good to see St George's flag
waving again in the breeze, and
football fans helped in that
process. It is less encouraging
seeing the flag used as a political
sign or slogan standing for
racism or little England.

But, interestingly enough, it
has been mainstream politicians
and the Archbishop of York, too,
who have called for us to honour
St George's Day.

Even those who are not great
Shakespeare fans may remember
from their schooldays Henry V’s
great cry before the Battle of
Agincourt: “Cry God! For Harry,
for England and St George.”

Juliet Barker, one of our lay
canons of Wakefield Cathedral,
has just written a marvellous
new book about Agincourt.

In that book she reminds us
that it was King Henry V who
decreed that April 23 should be
the feast of St George: “The spe-
cial patron and protector of the
English nation.”

At the heart of the King’s com-
mand lay his conviction that the
Christian gospel stood for good
in the battle against evil. We all
know those ancient pictures of
St George slaying the dragon:
the dragon represents evil.

In Wakefield Cathedral on the
choir screen we see the dragon
trampled down by both Mary
and Christ himself. Evil is tram-
pled underfoot by self-giving

love.
Archbishop Desmond Tutu, a

great fighter for freedom and jus-
tice, summarises this by saying:
“Goodness is stronger than evil,
life is stronger than death, victo-
ry is ours through him who loves
us.”

St George does not, of course,
belong only to the English. He is
the patron too of Genoa,
Barcelona and Portugal. And, as

you might expect from the name,
he is also the patron of Georgia,
with whom we have a growing
link through Bishop Malkhaz
and now also the orphanage
appeal.

The flag of St George was often
flown over churches in England
on all the great feast days —
Easter, Ascension, Whitsun,
Christmas and all the great
saints days.

If we haven't done so already,
why don’t we dust down our old
St George’s flag (or even buy a
new one) and fly it on our
church towers, porches, spires
and flagstaffs? 

It is a sign of God’s triumph
over evil in Jesus Christ, of our
nation’s embracing God’s self-
giving love.

+Stephen Wakefield
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THE juxtaposition of two
neighbouring places some-
times displays a surpris-

ing contrast — and so it does
with the two Elmsalls.

South Elmsall is a typical for-
mer mining town south of the
road between Wakefield and
Doncaster. North Elmsall, is a
small rural hamlet on the other
side of that main road. It is the
exciting little church here that
is the subject of this article.

St Margaret’s at North Elmsall
is one of the diocese’s — if not
the county’s — hidden gems. I
have yet to discover any book on
Yorkshire churches that gives it
so much as a mention.

John Betjman’s thorough
guide to English Parish
Churches ignores it — as does
the West Riding volume of
Pevsners architectural guides.
Yet, here we have a unique
example of a small late
Victorian gothic church.

It was completed in 1897, archi-
tect unknown but in the style of
a small French village church.
This is because the sole benefac-
tor was the equivalent of the
local squire, namely Mrs H
Longueville Jones, of North
Elmsall Lodge.

No expense was spared. with
only the best materials used.
Hammer-dressed Calverley
sandstone for the exterior walls

with dressings of fine Ancaster
limestone from Lincolnshire.

Red ashlar from Carlisle lines
the interior walls with blue
Pennant stone shafts supporting
the window tracery. The ceilings
and fittings are of best-quality
oak, and there is Irish marble on
the high altar. And so it goes on,
but the best is yet to come.

Ten year after the completion
of St Magaret’s, Mrs
Longueville Jones found the
money to provide  a sumptuous

reredos. This was installed in
1908, and is the focal point of
any visit to this small church.

Worthy of a great abbey or
cathedral, the three panels 
consist of carved figures using
high-quality plaster with 
tracery in Caen stone imported
from Normandy. The centre fig-
ure of Christ in Majesty, but
with hands extended in wel-
come, is surrounded by 
devoting figures of Northern
Saints, often to be found in our

Yorkshire churches.
So the familiar figures of Bede

and Oswald, Paulinus and Chad,
Wilfrid and William of York are
joined by Margaret of Scotland,
the church’s patron, Hugh of
Lincoln, Alban, Mary
Magdalene and others, in a riot
of colour.

I could tell you more, but this
lovely little church almost has to
be seen to be believed. Do go
there some time if you have not
done so already.

Malcolm Warburton, Diocesan Tourism Officer, visits St Margaret, North Elmsall

French village church in Yorkshire
Sights of the Diocese  

Hidden gem: ‘ French village church’ with a sumptuous reredos, right, worthy of a great cathedral.
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Scouts’ Prepared: A gigantic red cross of St George hangs from the balcony of Huddersfield Parish
Church for the St George's Day service following a Scouts’ parade through the town. Flags from many
countries were hung to remind everyone that the Scouts’ Jamboree will be held in the UK next year.

Marathon efforts pay off for Dave and Jim
By Sally Codman

TWO priests from our Diocese
who successfully completed the
London Marathon were busy
counting their sponsorship
money and their aches and pains
the morning after the race.

Dave Male, 44, right, Chaplain
to Huddersfield Town FC and
leader of The Net Church,
Huddersfield, raised  £500 for the
charity, A Game of Two Halves —
a Christians in Sport project in
association with Tearfund — that
works in Kenya and Sierra Leone
to provide sports facilities for
teenagers.*

Dave, who completed the course
in 5 hr 45m, said: “I was slower
than I’d hoped, but got there in

the end. I’m so pleased I did it,
but never again. The last eight
miles were a killer.”

Dave, who did the Great North
Run in September, had his appli-
cation for the marathon accepted
after being turned down four
times in the past. “This will be
my first and last marathon,” he
said. “I am going to burn my
running shoes.”

Veteran marathon runner and
Barnsley Vicar Jim Butterworth,
56, who was just outside his tar-
get time of 4 hr at 4hr 7m, has
not ruled out racing again.

Jim, of St John’s Church,
Staincross, expects to raise
£2,000 for the Stroke
Association. * His wife, Valerie,
has suffered a number of strokes

over the last few years which
have left her severely disabled.

“The last six miles were the
worst,” Jim said. “That’s when I
realised I should have done some
longer training runs. My stami-
na was fine, but my leg muscles
were stiffening up. I shan’t be
running next year, but I won’t
rule it out for the future.”

This is the fourth time Jim has
entered the London Marathon:
his first run was in 1982, when
he finished in an impressive 3hr
12m.
* Websites to visit for more infor-
mation about these charities:
www.Christiansinsport.org.uk/g
o2h/  and www.stroke.org.uk




