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Malcolm Warburton, Diocesan Tourism Officer, visits St Martin, Womersley 

Fine cruciform with touch of mystery

THE boundary between 

West and North 
Yorkshire runs along the 

A1 as it passes Darrington, but 
our Diocese carries on east
wards towards the A19, taking 
in parishes that since 1974 
have found themselves in 
Selby District. 

Sights of the Diocese 

They are part of the Deanery 
of Pontefract which, along 
with Hemsworth Deanery, was 
transferred from York Diocese 
to Wakefield in 1927, bringing 
the population of our Diocese 
to over a million. 

It was at this point that 
Bishop Seaton decided that the 
Diocese need a suffragan, so 
the first Bishop of Pontefract 
was appointed. 

These parishes east of the A1 
are predominantly rural. One 
of these is Womersley, with its 
fine cruciform Early English 
and mainly Decorated church 
with a splendid broach spire 
surmounting its central tower. 

Unusually, there is no East 
Window in the chancel, adding 
a certain mystery to this part 
of the church. Why no East Window? But a treasure house of beautiful furnishings, many from abroad, blend A main feature of this 
delightful building is the large perfectly in this Early English and Decorated country church which is always open during the day. 

collection of furnishings that tributed the lovely rood screen Chapel and much more This is one of those churches 
have been collected over the and wooden roofs. There is a besides. that is always open during day-
years, many from abroad, to 17th Century tiled mural of Despite all these objects, the light hours. Do go and pay it a 
enrich the church. the Last Supper from Spain, a church does not look cluttered, visit. The neighbouring 

First, there is the work of G 13th Century knight effigy, a and the various items round medieval church at Kirk 
F Bodley, the great 19th good Kempe window in the the building all seem to blend Smeaton is also well worth dis-
Century architect, who con- east window of the South perfectly. covering. 

You, too, can pick up a Plum job...

By Monica Dodds young parents, working with you like to know more about 

refugees, perhaps coming along- developing this gift? 
THE spell-check on my computer side the lonely or the depressed or Contact the Co-ordinator BCPM 
always corrects LPMs as Plums. disabled. at Church House (01924-371802) or 
Perhaps an apt description of the Some may confine their min- ask an LPM if there is one in your 
120 Lay Pastoral Ministers, men istry to their congregations with congregation. 
and women, spread across the baptism preparation or home and The Triennial Re-Authorisations 
Diocese. hospital visiting. Others will go of Lay Pastoral Ministers takes 

This is an authorised ministry out into the community to care place in the Cathedral on 
for those who have completed homes, schools and workplaces, or Saturday, September 23, at 11am. 
three years of training in theolo- care for the bereaved. Everyone is welcome. 
gy and pastoral practice, and is a Many share the work of caring Come and see the Plums, the 
course which also provides oppor- for others, but these ministers men and women with such varied 
tunities for personal understand- have felt a calling to serve in the gifts who are preparing to serve 
ing and spiritual growth. name of Jesus. for another three years, and who 

Monica Dodds: Do we listen? Prayer underpins their pastoral They are trained to listen. Are would value the support of your 
work. This may be supporting you someone who listens? Would prayers. 
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S.O.S - Will you help?

By JONATHAN GREENER, 

Arcchdeacon of Pontefract 

OUR link diocese of 
Mara in Tanzania is in 
the midst of drought. 

All over the province are fields 
of dead crops, and for some 
people food has now run out. 

Bishop Hilkiah, of Mara tells 
us that this crisis is unprece
dented in Tanzania, and he 
admits that it is fast becoming 
a matter of life and death. 

He has turned to us, in his 
sister diocese of Wakefield, 
with a plea for help. 

Traditionally, Mara’s wealth 
has been held in cattle. A year 
ago a cow was worth £75. Now 
cows are a liability: they need 
water to drink and grass to 
eat. Their price has dropped to 
just £10. 

In contrast, the prices of 
maize and cassava — staple 
Mara foods, have risen by 400 
per cent. 

Church collections have 
plummeted since people have 
no money to give, and dioce
san finances in Mara are 
under severe threat. 

Bishop Hilkiah has specifi
cally asked parishes in Agony of hope: these children face starvation as maize dies in the fields (below) but if the rains come 
Wakefield not to send drought and we can keep them alive for three months a July harvest may yet save our link diocese of Mara. 
support to their parish links 
in Mara. This would lead to an through the next three 
unfair distribution of food, months. 
and cause divisions in their To provide enough maize to 
diocese. support a homestead over this 

Any solution has to be Mara- period costs nearly £50. Is it 
wide. There has been a little too big a challenge to ask a 
rain recently, and people are family here to try to support a 
praying that this will continue family in Mara? We know that 
to allow planting for a July Mara diocese can organise the 
harvest. So the immediate 
challenge is to support people Continued on Page 3. 
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