
By SALLY CODMAN

THOUSANDS of pilgrims are
expected at Cannon Hall Farm,
Cawthorne, on Sunday, June
10, when The Archbishop of
York John Sentamu makes his
first official visit to Wakefield
Diocese for a very special
event – All the Saints celebra-
tion day.

The Archbishop will preach
at a special open-air service at
the farm, near Barnsley, which
will be the highlight of the
celebration – a day to remem-
ber filled with worship,
renewal and fun.

The day begins at 11am with
a service of The Blessing of
Creation at Wakefield
Cathedral, led by Bishop
Malkhaz Songulashvili,
Presiding Bishop of the
Georgian Baptist Church, who
also will preach.

Space restrictions mean that
entrance to this Cathedral ser-
vice will be by ticket only.
Please apply early to Rita
Peacock at Church House on
01924-371802.

Bishop Malkhaz, an ecumeni-
cal Canon of the Cathedral, is
becoming well known in the
Diocese, and last year visited
the clergy conference and the
Mirfield Centre.

The All the Saints celebration
then moves to Cannon Hall
Farm, where everyone is invit-
ed to take a picnic lunch. This
will be an enjoyable day for
all the family, and a great
opportunity to invite friends,

neighbours or colleagues to
join in the fun.

Entertainment before the
service will include a brass
band and a huge bouncy cas-
tle...but if bouncing is not
your idea of fun you will get
the chance to play steel drums
or create a balloon sculpture. 

And, of course, you can visit
the animals in Cannon Hall
Farm, grab a cup of something
at the café, look round the
museum, take the children to
the adventure playground or
take a stroll through the 70
acres of parkland.

The usual Cannon Hall Farm
prices apply for these attrac-
tions.

The culmination of the day
will be the Celebration
Eucharist at 3pm, when
Archbishop Sentamu will
preach and preside. The wor-
ship and music promises to be
lively and innovative.

There will be a nominal
charge of £2.50 for each adult
pilgrim, payable on the day.
Children under 16 will be
admitted free of charge, but
must be accompanied and
supervised by an adult.

Please bring your own pic-
nics and seating if required.
There is ample parking on the
site (cars £2, coaches £5).

For up-to-date details log on
to the special section of our
website www.wakefield.angli-
can.org/allthesaints and for
information on Cannon Hall
see their website at www.can-
nonhallfarm.co.uk
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Archbishop to preach in open-air farm service
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IHAD better start by explain-
ing where Felkirk is,
because you will find it on

only fairly large-scale maps.
This is because the parish is
still named after the first
church on the site – which
existed long before the sur-
rounding former pit villages
developed.

The church lies on a triangle
encompassing South Hiendley
and Shafton, two villages
standing roughly between
Wakefield and Barnsley. The
immediate surroundings of
the church, however, remain
delightfully rural and help to
give Felkirk its undoubted
charm.

There are three things to see
here – the church itself, the
Elizabethan schoolroom and
the very pleasant churchyard.

The church itself is a
medieval structure, encom-
passing Norman, early English
and Perpendicular work. Some
of the windows were altered
after the Reformation, and the
Victorians carried out their
usual restoration work.

Some of the exterior stone
carvings suggest that there
was a church here before the
Conquest.

Inside there is a medieval
font and an ancient West Door.
The church also contains some
interesting glass – the most dis-
tinguished piece being a repre-
sentation of the Patron Saint,
holding a silver and a golden
key.

This is the work of Frederick
Preedy (1820-98) who also was
responsible for the East
Window at Holy Trinity, Ossett,
and is nationally regarded,
both as an architect and a
stained-glass artist.

The other glass is also of
interest. One of the two sets of
three lights on the north side
has the unusual combination
of St George, St Michael and St
Alban, while the other set  has
a pre-Raphaelite feel to it.

The churchyard has an open
aspect and a lovely feel to it.
When I went there on Maundy
Thursday the swathes of wild
flowers mingled perfectly with
those that relatives had placed
around the more recent grave-
stones.

Spring was definitely in the
air. Churchyards are now gen-
erally recognised as making an
important contribution to our
ecology – and we are very
lucky in this diocese to have

some delightful ones.
The schoolroom is Felkirk's

unique feature. It was in a poor
state of repair for many years,
but  has recently been very
well restored, and all those
responsible deserve a big vote
of thanks.

It is both a pleasing and a
very useful addition to the
churchyard, and the church
and schoolroom compliment
each other perfectly.

The PCC is keen for this little
building to be used for faith-
based activities in the
community – and is not just
seen as a piece of our heritage.

I must draw readers’ atten-
tion to the comprehensive liter-
ature the church has produced,
all adding to the visitor’s
enjoyment. In addition to a
revised history there is a well
presented walk-round guide, a
quiz, a discovery trail and five
excellent illustrated heritage
walks, all starting from the
churchyard.

I urge readers to pay a visit
here, and make use of all that
is on offer. The church and
schoolroom are open on
Sundays and Bank Holidays
between 2pm and 5 pm, and on
Thursdays from 10.30am to
12.30pm.

The church and schoolroom
will also be open for groups
and individuals who wish to
take advantage of the rural
surroundings for Quiet Days.
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More than a piece of Elizabethan heritage

Perfect compliment: the church, the very pleasant churchyard
and the little Elizabethan schoolroom, below, which the PCC is
determined should be used for community faith-based activities.
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GGEETT OONN AA WWIINNNNEERR WWIITTHH YYOOUURR CCAAMMEERRAA
WWhhyy  nnoott  bbrriinngg  aalloonngg  yyoouurr  ccaammeerraa  ttoo  ccaappttuurree
yyoouurr  ffaavvoouurriittee  sscceenneess  ffrroomm  wwhhaatt  pprroommiisseess  ttoo
bbee  aa  ddaayy  ttoo  rreemmeemmbbeerr??  WWee  wwiillll  ppuubblliisshh  tthhee
bbeesstt  ppiiccttuurreess  iinn  AAwwaakkee  aanndd  oonn  oouurr  wweebbssiittee..


